
I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? My help 

comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. The Lord will watch 

over your coming and going both now and forevermore. 

Psalm 121:1-2, 8 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Organ Prelude           
  

Opening Anthem The Book of Common Prayer 491 

 

Welcome and Prayers The Book of Common Prayer 493 

 

First Reading Wisdom of Solomon 2:23-24; 3:1-5, 9 

 Read by Rudy DeSousa 
 

God created us for incorruption, and made us in the image of his own eternity, but 

through the devil’s envy death entered the world, and those who belong to his company 

experience it. But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will 

ever touch them. In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure 

was thought to be a disaster, and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are 

at peace. For though in the sight of others they were punished, their hope is full of 

immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God 

tested them and found them worthy of himself; Those who trust in him will understand 

truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his 

holy ones, and he watches over his elect. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 23   The Hymnal 645 
 

Please remain seated for the singing of Hymn 645, a version of the 23
rd

 Psalm. 

 

 

 

Second Reading 2 Timothy 4:5-8 

 Read by Melissa N. Peterson 
 

As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out 

your ministry fully. As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time 

of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which 
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the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all 

who have longed for his appearing. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn How Great Thou Art 

  

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the worlds thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

Thy power through-out the universe displayed; 

 

Refrain: 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

How great thou art!  How great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

How great thou art!  How great thou art! 
 

2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 

Refrain 
 

3 But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

      Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

      That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

      He bled and died to take away my sin; 

Refrain 
 

4 When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 

      And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

      Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

            And there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!’ 

Refrain 
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The Gospel     John 6:28-40 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” Jesus answered 

them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they said 

to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? 

What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 

written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, 

I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who 

gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down 

from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 

always.” Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 

hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But I said to you that you have 

seen me and yet do not believe. Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and 

anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; for I have come down from heaven, 

not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who 

sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last 

day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may 

have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.” 

 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Homily  The Rev. Mary Kate Réjouis 

 

The Apostles’ Creed The Book of Common Prayer 496 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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Prayers for Burial  The Book of Common Prayer 497 

For our brother, Joe let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am Resurrection and 

I am Life.” Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who 

mourn for Joe, and dry the tears of those who weep. 

Hear us, Lord. 

 

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. 

Hear us, Lord. 

 

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life. 

Hear us, Lord. 

 

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of heaven. 

Hear us, Lord. 

 

Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him 

fellowship with all your saints. 

Hear us, Lord. 

 

He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your 

heavenly kingdom. 

Hear us, Lord. 

 

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be our consolation, and 

eternal life our hope. 

Hear us, Lord. 

 

Silence may be kept. The Celebrant concludes with a prayer. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant May the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

The People may greet one another. 



 6 

The Holy Eucharist 

Offertory Ave Maria F. Schubert 

 Soloist, Fred Peterbark 

 

The Doxology The Hymnal 380 v. 3 

Eucharistic Prayer B The Book of Common Prayer 367 

The Lord’s Prayer The Book of Common Prayer 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

The Invitation to Holy Communion    

All baptized persons are invited to receive Holy Communion. Please receive the consecrated bread in 

your hands and consume it, and assist the chalice minister by guiding the chalice with consecrated wine. 

Those who are not baptized are invited to receive a blessing—indicate this by crossing your arms over 

your chest at the altar rail when the priest approaches and you will be blessed. Gluten-free Holy 

Communion is available, please ask the priest. If you need help receiving communion at your seat, please 

alert an usher. 

 

Hymns during Communion 

 On Eagles Wings St. Aidan’s Choir  

 Chorus   

 And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,  

 make you to stand like the sun, and hold you in the palm of His hand.  

 

 Amazing Grace The Hymnal 671 

 

Postcommunion Hymn 

 I am the bread of life The Hymnal 335 

            (from Joe’s notes on his funeral: “THE PEOPLE STANDING!!!!!”) 
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The Postcommunion Prayer The Book of Common Prayer 482 

Celebrant and People pray together 

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual 

food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a 

foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in 

affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, 

neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Military Honors 

 

The Commendation The Book of Common Prayer 482 

Celebrant Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 

People  Where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant 

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of 

the earth, and to earth shall we return.  For so you did ordain when you created me, 

saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  All of us go down to the dust; yet 

even at the grave we make our song:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Celebrant and People 

 Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and 

pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

 

Celebrant 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Joe. Acknowledge we 

humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of 

your own redeeming.  Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 

everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.   

People  Amen. 
 

 

The Celebrant blesses and the Deacon dismisses the people with these words 
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Celebrant     Alleluia. Christ is Risen.  

People        The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Deacon      Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Closing Hymn    I come with joy The Hymnal 304 

 

 

Please wait for the family and ministers to exit before the congregation exits the church. 

 

 

Postlude 

  

Please come to a reception in the Gingy Pat Parish Hall following the service. 

 

The flowers for the reception are given by Virginia W. Patterson. 

 



 

Gifts in memory of Joe DeSousa may be made to: St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church (2425 

Colorado Ave, Boulder, CO 80302), the Humane Society or a charity of your choice. 
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Ministers of the Liturgy 
 

Celebrant and Preacher, The Rev. Mary Kate Réjouis 

Deacon, The Rev. Don V. Burt 

Crucifer and Acolyte, Diane Arnold 

Readers, Rudy DeSousa, Melissa N. Peterson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers, Neil Borman, John Alderson, Grace Pierce 

Verger, Jim Paine  

Organist and Choirmaster, Connie Branton 

  Soloist, Fred Peterbark 

Ushers, Edgar Smith, Gene Shaw, Rudy Joenk, Don Pierce 

Altar Guild, Sidney Goodwin, Gillian Brown, Diane Arnold 

Reception, Lisa Autry and the parish of St. Aidan’s. 

Parking, Bal Patterson, Joe Bowers, Buck Frye, Walt Lewis 

 



 

 

May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace,  

through the mercy of God, and let light perpetual shine upon them 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10 

Joseph Victor DeSousa 
 

Born in Binghamton, New York to Joaquin Almeida DeSousa of 

Portugal and Amalia Spinelli of Italy, Joe was raised as part of a large 

family and his love for his mom, dad, sister and many brothers would 

imbue his entire life. He loved learning and excelled at school. He 

graduated from Binghamton Central High and began his college 

education at Brown University. From 1954 - 1957, Joe was proud to 

serve in the US Army. He held various positions in command, 

administration and in fixed station radio while he was stationed in 

New Jersey, Arizona and Puerto Rico. While stationed at Fort 

Huachuca in Arizona he fell in love with the West and resolved to 

move there one day. Immediately after receiving an honorable discharge from the Army, 

he married Patricia Ann Flood on September 14, 1957 at St. John the Evangelist Church 

in Binghamton, NY. Pat and Joe had three children, Sue Ellen Sadar of Hygiene, CO, 

Joseph Victor DeSousa (Jr) of Boulder, CO and Daniel Eugene DeSousa of Chula Vista, 

CA. 

 

Beginning in 1957 he worked for IBM as a technician, computer programmer, manager 

and systems analyst. He and Pat jumped at the chance to move to Boulder when IBM 

opened its new plant and offered him a position here in 1965. Being far from much of 

their families, they created a new "Colorado family" of many close friends. They took 

their children on trips and camping adventures across the west every summer. Joe made 

a point of stopping to read every roadside history marker, much to the chagrin of his 

children although they now find themselves doing exactly the same thing. He also had a 

passion for skiing, running, cycling, hiking and gardening. Joe was a Boy Scout leader 

for his sons' troop for many years as well.  

 

After Pat's death from cancer on January 19, 1983, Joe met Karen Ann Kulesh while 

sailing on the Caribbean Sea. Although she lived far from Boulder, in Reading, 

Pennsylvania, their relationship blossomed and they were married on January 4, 1985 at 

St. Mary's Episcopal Church in Haddon Heights, New Jersey. Through this marriage, 

Joe was blessed with two more children: Gregory Scott Peterson of Annandale, VA and 

Melissa Nevins Peterson of Edgewater, CO. So happy to weave together an even larger 

family he set out anew on the same sorts of adventures with Karen, Greg and Melissa 

that he had shared with his first wife and older children. After retiring from IBM in 
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1991, Joe went back to school, first to complete a degree in Business Administration 

from Regis University in Denver in 1992, and then to teach computer programming at 

Metro State College.  

 

Baptized into the Catholic faith at Saint Mary of the Assumption in Binghamton on 

August 13, 1933, Joe lived his life as a deeply Christian man. He enjoyed volunteering 

in just about every capacity at St. Aidan's Episcopal Church in Boulder where he was a 

member for 27 years. Even at 80, Joe walked five miles a day and stayed extremely fit. 

He spent much of his retirement hiking trails through the mountains of Colorado that he 

loved so much. He was constantly gardening and regularly dug up his yard just for the 

joy of getting to start afresh. If he could have a perfect day it would be to hike in the 

morning, work in the garden in the afternoon and have family and friends over for 

dinner. He made a mean marinara sauce and an Italian salad dressing that his kids have 

never been able to replicate, try though they might. He never stopped researching and 

learning. He pursued his family's genealogy with zest and was eager to help others trace 

their own family tree. Friends and relatives enjoyed his intelligent and interesting 

company. Alas, the History Channel has lost one of its most avid fans. And above all, 

Joe loved caring for and being a part of his large extended family. He was always there 

for his family and always wanting to help. He made a point of visiting and attending 

events for all of his children and grandchildren, even if it meant driving or flying across 

half the continent. He was a generous and loving husband, father and grandfather. 

 

Joe is predeceased by his mother Amalia (Jan 1940), his father Joaquin (Aug 1981), his 

half sister Angeline Gaeta Bevalaqua (June 1993), two half brothers Anthony Gaeta 

(Nov 2000) and Ernest Francis Gaeta (August 2002), a brother Joaquin (Nov 1930) and 

his first wife Patricia. Joe is survived by his wife, Karen, all five of his children, his 

brother Manuel R DeSousa of Longmont, his half-brother Francis Gaeta of Muskegon, 

MI, and 8 grandchildren: Alex Press of Champaign, IL, Tyler Sadar of Hygiene, Keri 

Sadar of Frederick, Dalton DeSousa of San Diego, CA, Cella DeSousa of Boulder, Siena 

DeSousa of Boulder, Margaret Peterson Crim of Annandale, VA and Zimri Newton of 

Edgewater. 

 

Gifts in memory of Joe may be made to St. Aidan's Episcopal Church, 2425 Colorado 

Avenue, Boulder, CO 80302, the Humane Society or a charity of your choice. 
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